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SUBJECT: OMBUDSMAN REPORT ON (IAPCO REFINERY

Departiment of Environmental Conservation officials today expressed deep
concern about inaccuracies in a dratt report by the State Ombudsman on

the department's hanaling of problems at the FHAPCO refinery in Fairbanks.

Conmissioner Dennis D. lelso said, "The Department is committed to
resolving all environmental problems and issues at tne [IAPCO refinery.
QOur récent actions have demonstrated this commiticent. However, we believe
that the arart report from the Ombudsman contains ractual errors,
amissions ana inaccurate representations. It reflects a serious
misunderstanaing of the legal mechanism or our compliance order with
MAPCO. lioreover, the Attorney General's oriice has advised us that the

report's conclusions relating to the compiiance order are not correct."

"le believe we will find some of the criticisms anc recominendations useful
and some not," Kelso added. "We are committed to resolving the problems
at the facility, but we have some serious disagreenents with the report in
its current draft form. We are preparing our response, ana will address

both the valid and the invalid criticisms."
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Northern Alaska Environmental Center

310 CRIVEWAY
FAIRBANNS, ALASKA 99701
(807 4820081
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HAZARDOUS AND TOXIC WASTES DUMPED, INJBCTED INTO FIPELINE,
BEnvironmentalists learned thie week that The U,8,
Environmental Protection Agency has determined that

the MAPCO refinery near Nerth pole, Aleska illegally dumped
toxlic and hagardoua wamte intc the Alasks pipeline as well as
the air, ground, and water of this suburban Falrhanks

community.

"While it is legal ts re-inject things like dirty fusl and

oil into the pipeline, it most delilnitely le not to injeat -
things like aniline, sodium hydraxidi. and hydrogen peroxidas’ -
said Carl Reller, hazardous waste ooordinator for the

Merthern Alasks Environmental Canter, "These wantes

ultimately end up at the Valdez terminal whers the water

soluble substances go directly inte Valdez harber, while the

¢il seluble wastes could damage refinery techniques and

equipment.”

The Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation has found
mere than a guarter of s million gallons of fuel in the
ground under MAPCO thus far,
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Only this week did environmentalists leern that on Jenuary 6
EPA quietly ordered MAFCO to begin an extensive and acatly
olesan~up that will take nearly three years and require
monitoring the ground water for decsdes. Over 10,000 people
live within a three aile radius of the contaminated area,

which is on land leased from the state by MAPCO,

Environmentalists called on the atate Department of

Environmental Conservation and EPA to establish an advisory

group aa provided for under the Resource Conservation and
Recovery Act. "The drinking water walls for North Pole are
less than & half mile from the contaminated zone and in the
path of the toxio plume, yet the public has hed no
opportunity to becoms invelved,”" Rellar sald. "HMAPCO claimed
that the public can’t even be told the location of thaiv

menitoring wells. We feel the people of North Pole have the

right to be involved in this critical process.”

"The aituation at MAPCO is extremely disturbing in light of
other serious complimnce problems stemming from North Slope
0il development,” said Rex Blazer, Executive Director of the
Nertharn Alaska Bnvironmental Center, who olted hazardous
waste problams at Tesoro's Kenaml refinery and & recently
leaksd EPA report which dogumented saeriocus environmental
damage resulting from improper and careless nanagement of

ohemical and oll westes on Alaska's North Blope. "If this
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gsort of thing is going on right next to our major population
centers and indeed within a few miles of regulatory agency
offices, how oan we trust the oil industry to operate in
complimnce with environmantal lawa in the distant snd more
sensitive lands of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge?"
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